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Chairman of the Indonesian Olympic Committee (KOI) 

Raja Sapta Oktohari stated that the opening of the 

2021 Tokyo Olympics will be held on time, namely on 

23 July. 

 

Okto said, the nickname of Raja Sapta Oktohari during 

a virtual KOI press conference, Monday (25/1). 

"Regarding the implementation of the Olympics, we 

have coordinated with IOC President Thomas Bach, the 

host of the Olympics, in this case the Japanese NOC. 

That the opening of the biggest sporting event in the 

world will be held on July 23, 2021," he said. 

Previously, it was widely reported that the Japanese 

people asked to postpone or even cancel the Olympics 



which was supposed to be held last year. "We always 

deliver information that has been validated by the IOC. 

So far there has been no delay or cancellation of the 

Olympics," said Okto. 

 

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the 

Japanese government have denied rumors that the 

2021 Summer Olympics which will be held in July are 

canceled. Preparations are underway and are expected 

to run well amid the pandemic. 

 

The International Olympic Committee's denial was 

conveyed in a statement to CNN, quoted on Sunday 

(24/1) 

 

On Friday, the Times of London, briefly citing an 

unnamed senior member of the country's ruling 

coalition, reported that Japanese authorities concluded 

the Olympics could not continue due to the pandemic. 

 

CNN has not independently verified this report, but it 

has been debunked by IOC and Japanese officials 

 



"Some of the reports circulating today claim that the 

Japanese government has personally concluded the 

Tokyo Olympics should be canceled because of the 

coronavirus," read a statement from the IOC. 

"This is not true. All parties involved are working 

together to prepare for a successful Olympics this 

summer. 

In a statement, Tokyo 2020 organizers said that 

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga had also 

expressed to them his determination to hold the 

Olympics. 

This big sports agenda is certain to continue while 

implementing comprehensive infection prevention 

measures and other precautions due to the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

 

"All our delivery partners including the national 

government, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, the 

Tokyo 2020 Organizing Committee, the IOC and the IPC 

are fully focused on hosting this summer's Olympics," 

the statement said. 

"We hope that everyday life can return to normal as 

soon as possible, and we will continue to make every 

effort to prepare for a safe and secure Olympics." 



Speaking in parliament Friday morning, PM Suga said 

the Olympics "will be a symbol of humanity to tackle 

the new coronavirus, and an opportunity to present 

Japan's reconstruction of the devastating earthquake 

and tsunami (2011) to the world. 

"We are determined to work closely with the Tokyo 

Metropolitan Government, the Tokyo 2020 Organizing 

Committee and the IOC to achieve a safe and secure 

Olympics," said Suga. 

 

Other Olympic officials have also been quick to deny 

the claims made by the Times. 

"Unfortunately, I need to tackle the baseless rumors 

that the Tokyo Games will be canceled, rumors that 

only create more anxiety for athletes in our sport," 

Australian Olympic Committee CEO Matt Carroll told 

reporters on Friday. 

"The Tokyo match will start. The fire will be lit on 23 

July 2021. This has just been confirmed again by the 

Japanese Prime Minister this afternoon." 

In a tweet on Twitter, Canadian Olympics chief David 

Shoemaker said his team was "not aware of any 

decisions taken by the Japanese government as 

reported." 



"The Canadian Olympic Committee is confident that 

the Olympics can be held safely and successfully given 

what has been learned in sport over the past few 

months and the emphasis of the IOC and Tokyo 2020 

Organizing Committees on the response to Covid-19," 

he said. 

 

"We continue our preparations for participation in 

Tokyo 2020 with a focus on the health and safety of 

our athletes, their families and their communities." 

Earlier on Thursday (21/01), the President of the IOC, 

Thomas Bach, admitted that there was no Plan B 

regarding the sporting event which will start on July 23. 

About 15,000 international athletes are expected to 

gather in Tokyo ahead of the Olympics and 

Paralympics, which will take place on August 24, 2021. 
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